
 

YEAR 9 CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS 

SUMMER TERM 2020-2021 
 

ARABIC (NATIVE) 

This term, the students will study the first unit that talks about Moments that changed 

history. The second unit on Directions for a better life and the story of Ambition 

Underway. They also will write articles related to the topics they studied. In grammar, they 

will learn some grammatical rules such as: 

اسم اآللة –اسم التفضيل  –صيغ المبالغة  –اسم المفعول  –اسم الفاعل   

The latter part of the term will be spent on preparation for the end-of-year exams.HPL of 

term on questioning and oral communication. 

 

ARABIC (NON-NATIVE) 

This term students will learn about transport and the environment. Students will also listen 

and speak about how to help reduce pollution. Students will do exercises on some grammar 

rules such as “which, what, who and whom”. They will write about transport. The latter 

part of the term will be spent on preparation for the end-of-year exams.HPL of this term on 

developing critical thinking skills and intellectual confidence. 

 

ART 

This term students will expand on the topic of expression, looking at the body as a form of 

expressing oneself. Students will be able to understand the proportion of the body by 

making a small wire sculpture, forming with aluminium and Mod Roc. Pupils will be expected 

to log through the use of photography and annotations of their workshop experience.  

Implementing HPL in Art, intellectual playfulness and multi-step problem solving will be used 

during lessons. They will have a chance to research artists that reflect ideas and inspiration 

in their artwork. 

BIOLOGY 

This final term of the year 9 Biologists will study Transport in Animals which covers the 

circulatory system, the structure and function of the heart, blood and lymphatic vessels. This 

leads to the subsequent shorter units on Gas Exchange and Respiration. In these two units, 

the students will learn the differences between breathing and respiration, the difference 

between aerobic and anaerobic respiration and how the composition of the air we breathe 

changes. In the final weeks of the term, we will then move onto Diseases and Immunity 

which covers the pathogens and forms of transmissible diseases and how the body defends 



itself against disease as well as active and passive immunity and the crucial role of vaccination 

in controlling the spread of disease within communities. Students will need to use their HPL 

skills of working with attention to detail and accuracy to understand the key concepts and 

learn the specific vocabulary as well as building intellectual confidence and connection finding 

between the many units of work they have covered this year.  

BUSINESS STUDIES 

This term, pupils will begin the Marketing unit. It is the last unit for the first year of the 

IGCSE Business Studies course. This unit will teach students the meaning and importance of 

marketing to businesses, including understanding the four P’s (Product, Price, Promotion and 

Place) and how businesses implement them into day to day activities to reach their aims and 

objectives. Finally, students will revise and recap all topics covered this year to provide a 

strong foundation in their understanding of business activities, people in business and 

marketing to allow room to develop HPL skills such as problem-solving, strategy planning 

and being creative and enterprising.  

 

CHEMISTRY  

This term, students will develop the HPL skills of multi-step problem-solving skills through 

learning the topic of Stoichiometry. We will also develop student’s practical skills by 

performing dilutions and titrations while linking key ideas with various chemical reactions. 

Students will understand the importance of working accurately and precisely, collecting valid 

data in order to predict the amount of product formed and subsequently calculate 

percentage yield.  

 

COMPUTING 

This term students will concentrate on learning HTML and CSS scripting so that they gain 

self-sufficiency in web design.  This is necessary in order for their intellectual confidence to 

grow sufficiently for them to obtain good marks in one of the practical examinations for this 

course.  Another HPL focus for us is pattern recognition, which students will need to apply 

if they are to learn the scripting tags efficiently and use them effectively and accurately in a 

real-life situation. 

 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE 

This term Year 9 will consolidate their answering of comprehension questions, note-making 

and writing of friendly emails, directly relevant to P2 IGCSE Second Language. They will also 

start preparation for Paper 4 (Listening). In addition, texts from The Day website will be 

used to extend and develop both students’ knowledge of the English language and their 

general knowledge. The HPL focus is Speed and Accuracy, both vital in their Second 

Language Exams, as we try to raise awareness of the precise implications of language and 

eradicate careless errors that impact their work. 

 



ENGLISH LITERATURE 

This term in English sees them both consolidate and revise their first text, and also move to 

their next text on the Literature course, a collection of the first female Poet Laureate Carol 

Ann Duffy’s poetry,  getting to grips with her distinctive use of language and identifying the 

poetic techniques that make her work great. Students are formally assessed in the Literature 

end-of-year exam on an extract from the collection and an essay or extract from ‘Life of Pi’. 

Their HPL focus is ‘Connection Finding’ as they make links of theme and technique 

throughout the collection. 

 

FRENCH 

This term pupils will continue working on unit 4 four of Expo 4 and also on unit 5 to 

develop their vocabulary, listening and reading skills in relation to directions and school. In 

grammar, they will learn to use the simple future confidently and continue to revise the 

perfect, imperfect, near future and present tenses. Pupils will continue to do past paper 

practice in all skills. They will also be expected to develop their HPL skills still further 

becoming analytical, independent learners who enquire, question and identify patterns to aid 

their learning. 

 

GEOGRAPHY 

This term will focus on the unit ‘economic activity and energy’, where we will consider 

economic aspects of town planning, the informal economy, and energy use (including 

renewable and sustainable energy). This will require lots of connection finding to apply 

theory to the Egyptian context and critical thinking as our HPL focus. As students work 

through this unit they will have the opportunity to practice IGCSE questions.  

 

 

HISTORY 

This term in History, students will begin the Edexcel Unit 3 course focusing on Russia and 

the Soviet Union (1905-24). The topics to be covered include life in Tsarist Russia, 

opposition to the Tsar and the impact of the First World War. As well as content, students 

will also develop their source analysis and essay writing ability. They will also develop critical 

thinking skills and intellectual confidence as part of HPL. The latter part of the term will be 

spent on preparation for the end-of-year exams. 

 

 

MATHEMATICS  

This term, we will be reviewing Algebraic Fractions, then studying Accuracy, Upper and 

Lower Bounds, and Proportion. We round off the school year with Quadratic Equations 

including how to Complete the Square. Finally, we will be reviewing all topics studied in 

preparation for the end of year exams. The HPL focus this term will be Problem Solving and 

Flexible Thinking. 



 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This term pupils will explore extended moves and sequences in either Yoga or Dance. 

Pupils will learn set routines and actions that will allow pupils to focus on specific areas of 

fitness such as balance, coordination and strength. 

In the second half of the term, pupils will then look at Striking and Fielding Games focussing 

on offensive and defensive batting techniques and placements of striking plus investigating 

the advantages of different team fielding shapes and formations. 

The HPL focus is connection finding. 

PSHE 

The students will develop their enquiry-based learning skills, one of the seven pillars of HPL 

by investigating gender inequality in Egypt, a major issue in society here. They will also 

research using secondary sources and use their primary questionnaire data to create 

solutions to this ongoing social challenge. They will collaboratively create a presentation to 

promote their findings and solutions.     

 

 

PHYSICS 

Continuing on from our productive spring term, we will complete the remainder of the unit 

on Waves, investigating the behaviour of light, water and sound through refraction, 

diffraction and reflection. This will explain many everyday occurrences including how a 

rainbow is formed, and how a camera and optical fibres work. With limited time remaining 

until the end of the year, we will progress on to the shorter unit on Atomic Physics. The 

forever evolving unit focuses on the nuclear atom which will help explain the behaviour of 

the subatomic world, including radioactivity. The unit will explore into discoveries of some 

of the most famous pioneers in science, including Albert Einstein and Marie Curie. This will 

hopefully mean our productive year will have completed 4 out of the 5 units in the IGCSE 

Physics curriculum. To complete this first year of the IGCSE, pupils will continue to focus on 

their analysing HPL skills and intellectual confidence attitude before moving onto more 

abstract thinking HPL skills. 

 

 

NATIONAL STUDIES 

This term students will learn about Mineral resources and energy sources in the world, and 

a study of some developing and developed countries, and in history, we will learn about the 

October War and how the Arab-Israeli conflict ended  HPL of this term develop critical 

thinking skills and intellectual confidence.   

The latter part of the term will be spent on preparation for Monthly exams. 


