
 

YEAR 8 CURRICULUM OVERVIEWS 

SUMMER TERM 2020-2021 
 

 

ARABIC (NATIVE) 

This term, students will study the first unit that talks about ( life as treasures ) And the 

second unit that talks about inventions and discoveries, They will read the story of (The 

struggle of the people of Egypt ) They also will write articles related to the topics they 

studied. In grammar, the students will learn some grammatical rules such as: 

 مراجعة عامة    –كم بنوعيها  –األعداد  –البدل 

The latter part of the term will be spent on preparation for the end-of-year exams. HPL of 

term on questioning and oral communication. 

ARABIC (NON-NATIVE) 

This term, students will read and learn about holidays and occasions. They will do listening 

exercises on topics such as the countries of the Middle East. Students will write about how 

we celebrate holidays, about household chores and responsibilities. The latter part of the 

term will be spent on preparation for the end-of-year exams.  

HPL of term on developing critical thinking skills and intellectual confidence. 

 

ART 

This term students will be completing their work that was not completed because of online 

working. They will finish constructing, painting and decorating their 3-D boxes. When 

students complete we will be taking images of the classes installation, for the newsletter and 

promoting the department with a review. The HPL focus will be to independently focus on 

intellectual playfulness and use their mindset to make personal decisions to problem solve. 

 

COMPUTING 

This term students will work on developing a prototype app. The formal stages of the design 

process will be followed. Initially, students will select either an environmental or well-being 

theme and define the motivation and purpose of the app. Once this is completed they will 

proceed with user profiling and empathy mapping, moving on to develop ways the app can 

work to achieve the objective. Next students will prototype their app using the marvel app. 

The final stage will be to perform user testing of their prototype app. Throughout this 

process, students will be encouraged to develop their HPL skills of analysing and intellectual 

playfulness both of which are essential in the design and will improve their HPL attitude of 

intellectual confidence by bringing an idea from concept to user testing. 



 

ENGLISH   

This term, students will read a novel, either ‘The Kite Rider’ or ‘Stone Cold’, studying 

character, plot and themes. They will explore how the authors use language to create 

atmosphere and present complexity of emotions/settings, developing their HPL focus on 

Analysis. These novels will be used to feed into their language lessons, focusing on verb 

endings, sentence structure, the correct use of commas and other punctuation. By 

developing these essential skills, students will become confident when attempting exam-style 

questions in class which will hopefully aid them in the years to follow. 

FRENCH 

This term pupils will continue using Expo.3 We will focus on modules 2 and 3.  They will 

learn to use the simple future to talk about future plans and will learn to use a wider range 

of connectives. Pupils will also learn to talk about illness, injuries, accidents and healthy 

lifestyles. They will learn to use a variety of negative expressions. Pupils will listen to and 

read various passages related to these topics and will also complete various written tasks. 

They will also be expected to develop their HPL skills still further becoming analytical, 

independent learners who enquire, question and identify patterns to aid their learning. 

  

GEOGRAPHY 

Students will study tectonic activity. They will look at the different ways tectonic plates 

move, including how this causes earthquakes and volcanoes. The consequences of these 

events will also be covered. Students will be required to ‘apply these ideas and concepts’ 

(the HPL focus) to practice IGCSE questions.   

 

HISTORY 

Students will continue their twentieth-century studies, looking at Nazi Germany and World 

War Two. As well as learning about these events they will practice extended written 

answers. Finally, students will finish the year studying ‘independence for Africa’ which also 

encourages them to ‘make connections’ (the HPL focus) with other topics we have studied 

this academic year.  

 

MATHEMATICS  

This term, we will be studying Set Language and Notation, and revising Standard Form. We 

will also be looking at Accuracy, Upper and Lower Bounds. And Ratio and proportion. 

Finally, we will be reviewing all topics studied in preparation for the end of year exams. The 

HPL focus this term will be Problem Solving and Flexible Thinking. 

 



MUSIC 

In Music, the students will be learning about what type of music was classed as ‘degenerate’ 

and inappropriate by the Third Reich during Nazi Germany and why. We will then study the 

lives and compositions of Beethoven, Strauss and Wagner as music and musicians that were 

deemed as ‘appropriate’ by the Nazis. We will then look at Wagner’s ‘Ride of the Valkyrie’ 

and start learning how to play some of the sections. 

Our HPL focus will be on analysing, connection finding and abstract thinking. 

 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

This term pupils will explore both base and extended moves in either Yoga or Dance. Pupils 

will learn different routines specific to the development of coordination, balance, core 

strength and flexibility and how these routines can aid performance in other areas. 

In the second half of the term, pupils will then look at Striking and Fielding Games focussing 

on offensive and defensive batting techniques of striking plus a variety of team fielding 

techniques. 

HPL focus automaticity. 

PSHE 

The students are finishing off their Refugee Curriculum helping to grow empathy (HPL 

attitude). They are fundraising and collecting for the Syrian Refugees over Ramadan. They 

will then explore Poverty and work by Hans Rosling in Factfulness to discover a new 

approach to development. This will help with building connections and enhancing the 

students’ open-mindedness.  

SCIENCE  

This term, students will apply the HPL skills of ideas and concepts while learning the topic of 

Electricity and Magnetism. We will investigate static electricity, build series and parallel 

circuits and perform calculations involving current, voltage and resistance. Towards the end 

of this unit, students will manipulate variables in order to investigate the strength of 

electromagnets.  

 

National Studies 

This term students will learn about some Islamic civilizations that had a great role in Egypt, 

such as the Ayyubi and the Mamluks. In Geography, we will review the most important 

mineral resources and energy sources for the Arab world and tourism in the Arab world. 

The latter part of the term will be spent on preparation for Monthly exams. Our HPL of this 

term develop critical thinking skills and intellectual confidence  

 


