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What is a Level 8 Arabic Student? Areas of Study Level Indicators 

BSA Students can understand extended 

speech even when it is not clearly 

structured and when relationships are only 

implied and not signaled explicitly. They 

have no difficulty in understanding any kind 

of spoken language, whether live or 

broadcast, even when delivered at fast 

native speed, they can take part effortlessly 

in any conversation or discussion and have a 

good familiarity with idiomatic expressions 

and colloquialisms. They can express their 

selves fluently and convey finer shades of 

meaning precisely.  
 

Students can understand long and complex 

factual and literary texts. They can 

understand specialized articles and longer 

technical instructions, even when they do 

not relate to their field.  
 

Students can write clear, smoothly flowing 

text in an appropriate style. They can write 

complex letters, reports or articles which 

present a case with an effective logical 

structure which helps the recipient to notice 

and remember significant points. They can 

write summaries and reviews of professional 

or literary works. 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 Understand straightforward factual information about 

common every day or job-related topics, identifying both 

general messages and specific details. 

 

 Understand the main points of clear standard speech on 

familiar matters which occur regularly. 

 

 Catch the main points in broadcasts on familiar topics and 

topics of personal interest when the language is relatively 

slow and clear. 

 Express him/her at length with a natural, effortless, 

unhesitating flow. Pauses only to reflect on precisely the 

right words to express his/her thoughts or to find an 

appropriate example or explanation. 
 

 I have a broad reading vocabulary, but I sometimes 

experience difficulty with less common words and 

phrases. 
 

 I can quickly identify the content and relevance of news 

items, articles and reports on a wide range of professional 

topics. 

 

 I can understand and interpret practically all forms of 

written language. 

 

 I can expand and support points of view at some length 

with subsidiary points, reasons and relevant examples. 

 

 I can provide an appropriate and effective logical structure, 

which helps the reader to find significant points 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 


