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What is a Level 8 English Student? Areas of Study Level Indicators 

BSA Level 8 English students sustain talk with 

confidence in any situation, using vocabulary 

precisely. They are able to lead the flow of 

discussions and to listen perceptively. They are able 

to use Standard English with confidence, adapting it 

when necessary. 

 

Students are able to comment on a wide range of 

texts, not only in terms of content but also on the 

author’s craft. They are also able to discuss the ways 

that literature of the past has influenced literature 

and society. 

 

Students’ writing interests the reader by showing a 

selection of specific features such as imagery and 

figures of speech. The use of vocabulary and grammar 

shows fine distinctions and emphasis. Writing shows 

a clear grasp of punctuation and paragraphing. 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 Students maintain and develop their talk purposefully in a range of contexts. 

 

 Students structure their speech carefully and use a wide range of apt vocabulary, intonation and 
emphasis. 

 

 Students constantly show that they have listened perceptively and follow how discussions 

develop. 

 

 Students use Standard English confidently in a range of situations and can adapt it as necessary. 

 

 Students can ‘talk about talk’ with introspection and insight, discussing how and why speech has 

been adapted and what effects have been achieved. 

 

 Students frequently demonstrate their appreciation of and ability to comment on a wide range 
of texts. 

 

 Students evaluate how authors achieve their effects. 

 

 Students select and analyse information and ideas, and comment on how these are conveyed in 

different texts. 

 

 Students explore some of the ways in which texts from different times and cultures have 

influenced literature and society.  

 

 Students make insightful inferences about the overall purpose of a writer. 

 

 Students are extremely creative in their writing and select specific features and expressions to 
convey effects and to interest the reader. 

 

 Students’ narrative writing shows control of characters, events and settings. 

 

 Students clearly adapt their writing for form, audience, and purpose. 

 

 Students are able to express complex ideas clearly and coherently, whilst anticipating a range of 

viewpoints. 

 

 Students use a wide range of advanced and precise vocabulary to help create specific effects. 
 

  Students purposefully vary the structure of their writing to achieve specific effects. 

 

 Students clearly understand how to use a wide range of punctuation for different effects 

(including hyphens, colons, and semi-colons). 

 

 Students demonstrate consistent use of accurate grammar. 

 

 Students’ work is consistently presented to the highest standard.  
 

 Students are able to write in the style of other authors. 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Writing 

 


