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What is a Level 5 English Student? Areas of Study Level Indicators 

BSA Level 5 English students can talk and listen 

confidently in a wide range of contexts, including 

some that are more formal. They make their talk 

more interesting by starting to vary expression and 

vocabulary. In discussion, they listen carefully; asking 

questions which take into account other’s views and 

use Standard English in formal situations. 

 

When reading, students easily identify the main 

points and are good at “reading between the lines” 

and so have a deeper understanding of ideas, themes, 

events and characters. They are good at finding and 

using information from the text and using its 

vocabulary it to explain their thoughts. 

 

Students’ writing is varied, interesting and adapted for 

its audience using imaginative and precise vocabulary. 

Simple and complex sentences are organised into 

paragraphs, using commas, apostrophes and ellipses 

correctly. Difficult words are usually spelled correctly 

and handwriting is clear and fluent. 

 

 

 

Speaking and Listening 

 

 

 

 

 Students talk and listen confidently in many different situations, including some formal 

situations. 

 

 Students think carefully about who they are speaking to, and make sure what they are 

saying is appropriate. 

 

 When speaking, students are able to interest their listeners by varying expression and 

vocabulary. 

 

 When others are speaking, students listen very carefully and ask questions to help 

develop their ideas. 
 

 Students often use Standard English in formal situations. 

 

 Students understand a range of texts and can select the essential points from them. 

 

 Where appropriate, students are able to deduce and infer information and meaning 

from these texts. 
 

 Students can identify key features, themes and characters and can select sentences, 

phrases and relevant information to support their views.  

 

 Students understand that texts fit into historical and literary traditions. 

 

 Students can retrieve and collate information from a range of sources. 
 

 Students’ writing is both varied and interesting. 

 

 Students’ vary their writing so that it suits purpose and audience. 

 

 Students can use a more formal style where appropriate. 

 

 Students can use a range of imaginative vocabulary accurately. 

 

 Students’ sentences and paragraphs are clear, coherent and well developed. 

 

 Students’ spelling of all homophones is secure (including there/their/they’re) 

 

 Students are generally able to spell words with complicated spelling patterns correctly. 

 

 Students use a range of punctuation for specific effect such as ellipses 

 

 Students’ handwriting is clearly legible and fluent. 

 

 Students regularly use connectives to link paragraphs. 
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